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"But, if the Governors don't co-operate with you?"
'Well, candidly, they'll be dismissed. Like my predecessors, when
I came into office, I weeded out the unfriendly Prefects and promoted
prefectural Bureau heads in their places. In addition, during the gen-
eral elections, a strong pressure was exerted upon them from my
office. They are something like horses pulling a heavy load, and the
Home Minister is the driver. If they slacken, the swishing whip de-
scends upon their backs. Some, of course, will be laid off if they fail
to show results."
"H'm."
"See, since our Prefects are career men, they dread a dismissal note
from Tokyo-"
The former Justice Minister, Matsuda, strolled into the room.
"How is our Finance Minister these days?" A man began a con-
versation with him.
"Well, I am somewhat at a loss with my Portfolio, do you know?
I headed the same Department ten years ago, so I'm not a stranger
to the job. My present difficulty is my unfamiliarity with business-
men. You see, soon after the Sino-Nipponese War, when I directed
the Department last, there were only a few influential and wealthy
people. It was easy to get to know them and get their co-operation
with the Treasury."
"I see."
"But now our last war with Russia created many millionaires or
so-called 'get-rich-quick' people—and those who had large holdings in
the pre-war period became multi-millionaires. They became politically
minded, too. While the Cabinets rose and fell, the money people
grew steadily more powerful. If they oppose the Finance Depart-
ment's policies, for instance, I can't do a thing-"
The sound of conversations and laughter filled the room. Then the
announcement was made that the guests were to take their places at
the dinner table.
Genros Yamagata, Matsukata, Inouye and Oyama were singled out
from the crowd and led to the head of the table on either side of the
host. The others took their seats.
Premier Saionji made his simple speech of greeting and, after the
thunderous applause, Finance Minister Matsuda, representing th<e.
guests, responded briefly. For the first time the Genros were not
called on to make speeches, nor were they made the center of atten-
tion,	.'..-."."

